
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, February 3, 2016 

Regular Meeting 
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. 
Galati,  Albert A. Natelli, Jr. (arrived at 6:35) and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. 
Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the minutes of the January 7, 2016 meeting as presented.  
Seconded by Commissioner Fasulo and carried. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
Commissioner Natelli arrived at this time so election of officers did not have to be postponed again since 
the full board was in attendance.  Commissioner Romano nominated Mike Fasulo for Chairman; 
seconded by Commissioner DeFeo.  There were no other nominations or discussion.  Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Natelli nominated Mike DeFeo for Vice Chairman; seconded by Commissioner Romano.  
There were no other nominations or discussion.  Motion carried. 
 
Both officers were congratulated on their re-election.   
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported on the following. 
 
Budget.  He had a meeting with the Town Manager and the Finance Director.  It went very well.  There 
were just a couple of small changes in the Temp/Seasonal line and also the Vehicle Maintenance line.  
Mr. Lapreay said he had proposed a program addition to upgrade the lighting on the mobile stage.  The 
Town Manager recommended that rather than have an addition to the budget to try to finance the project 
with funds harvested from this year’s budget.  Mr. Lapreay was pretty comfortable that he would be able 
to do it.  He still needs to provide the league subsidies information for the budget which he is hoping can 
be done tonight. 
 
Field lighting project at Rec Park football.  The equipment is set to be delivered on February 11.  Instead 
of shipping to the site, he recommended having it shipped to the company that will be doing the work to 
cut down on the chance of any vandalism or theft.  He spoke to the main contractor who is hoping to 
begin the work in early March, weather permitting.  ECI is the contractor, the same contractor who did 
the soccer field. 
 
Music on the Green changes.  Mr. Lapreay said there is a new Federal law where we can’t have portable 
structures within 15 ft. horizontally of an overhead power line.  There are no exceptions.  This affects the 
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location of the mobile stage and the trailer.  The next best place is the first row of parking next to the 
Bank of America.  Unfortunately, both the stage and the trailer won’t fit so they are considering using a 
POD thing just for storage so that equipment doesn’t have to be moved back and forth every week.  He is 
getting prices.  There was some discussion about the effect for the Apple Festival.  The mail boxes on the 
other side will be moved several feet south so that a tent could be put there.  The public will be informed 
as the time gets closer. 
 
Programs.  Programs are going well.  There were good turnouts for the startup of the winter sessions.  
New programs - fencing, martial arts and dancercise for special needs - are going well.  The special needs 
program is for kids aged 6 to 18.  He will have a new program in the spring - tennis lessons.  There were a 
lot of requests for it.  It will be a six-week program at Panthorn Park on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Saturday.  Mr. Lapreay is working with Sky Hawks Camps for a spring program for basketball/soccer 
combination for small children ages 3 to 7 at DePaolo for 5 or 6 weeks.  He is setting it up now.  He 
commented that he receives a lot of requests for programs for the younger kids.  Since Mr. Lapreay 
doesn’t want to compete with camps at the high school during the summer, he is considering a Track & 
Field camp for kids 7 to 14. 
 
Community Pavilion.  Mr. Lapreay said he is getting some new tables for the pavilion (6) as some of 
them are pretty beat up.  He is hoping to use the pavilion account that was established four years ago for 
this purpose.  He is working with Finance to see how to coordinate that. The tables are $400 each. 
 
Program Registrations.  Town wide Little League and Girls Softball registration is taking place.  There 
was a session last week and the last one will be this Saturday at the high school.  Commissioner Romano 
commented that Southington North is doing online registration.  Mr. Lapreay said West is also doing it 
online but last week it was not up and running. 
 
Mr. Lapreay gave the board an early notification that he would be away at the time of the August meeting 
and suggested they could have the meeting without him or move it.  Chairman said he would prefer that 
he was here for the meeting.  Others concurred.  The meeting will be moved to the following week.  It 
was also noted that if the schedule is changed now, the meeting would not be considered a special 
meeting.  
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the report of the 
Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported on the following. 
 
Memorial Pool House.  After a long wait, work finally started two days ago.  It is moving along. 
 
Center Street pruning of the pear trees is complete.  They are now on North Main. 
 
The ice rink was able to open last Monday for a day.  It is still in pretty good shape if we get the cold 
weather. 
 
Panthorn vandalism update.  Mr. Manware sent the board members a picture of a sample camera and 
talked about its features.  Cost would be about $7,000-$8,000. It uses solar power.  He met with another 
company this morning that will get back to him with a package and quote.  There was some discussion 
about a movable camera versus a mounted one and various location options.  Mr. Manware believes that 
another safety light would also help as would a possible street light on the corner.  Any extra lighting 
would be helpful.  Fencing or a gate were also mentioned.  Cost is a factor. 
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January maintenance.  Backboards were done. Memorial was put up today.  The one from Rec was taken 
down and will be done next.  Kiosk on Center Street was installed; needs the information from the Cham-
ber on the restaurant names, etc.  Brush cutting takes a lot of time.  There were two snow events and in 
between the crews are cleaning and maintaining equipment. 
 
Marquis.  Mr. Manware placed an order this week for some numbers and letters for the drive-in marquis.  
It will make it a lot easier to do the announcements. 
 
Mailbox relocation.  As mentioned earlier, due to the new regulations, he met with members of the Apple 
Harvest Committee to talk about the tents and moving the mailboxes.  The Postmaster was contacted.  
 
Commissioner Natelli made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks.  Se-
conded by Commissioner Romano and carried.   
 
REPORT ON PARKS: No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Youth Sport League Subsidies.  At the last meeting several methods were discussed.  Commissioner 
Galati had a question about one of the columns on the proposed chart that was provided to all board 
members for discussion purposes.  Commissioner Natelli briefly explained the concept that seemed to be 
the best way to go about coming up with a formula.  Everyone agreed that the theory sent to them by 
Commissioner Romano was very good.  It uses a coefficient of complexity, a base line for each league 
and number of participants.   Discussion followed on changes in future years in numbers of participants 
and per participant amounts but this is a very good starting point and could be adjusted in the future as 
necessary.   
 
Motion made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Natelli, to accept the plan that is in 
front of them.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Romano said this is a start to begin with.  Participant numbers may fluctuate year to year.  
We may need to reevaluate the coefficient.  This is a foundation to build on.  Chairman Fasulo said the 
per participant amount will be re-evaluated each year. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Commissioner Natelli spoke about the possibility of using open space next to Hawk’s Landing for creat-
ing a community vineyard. Hawk’s Landing would be interested in helping with grape crushing equip-
ment, etc.  It is an old idea that has come up again.  Commissioner Natelli said he would bring it up here 
since he knew that Parks and Recreation did some things with open space, though he was not sure this 
was the correct place to bring it up.  It was suggested that Hawk’s Landing, if they are interested in such a 
venture should approach the Open Space Committee with the idea.  Then it might go to Planning and 
Zoning for further review and comment.  This board is not involved in that aspect of open space. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Natelli and carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


